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Vegetation Structure and Characteristics Analysis of Abies nephrolepis
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Abstract: We carried out this study to identify the vegetation structure of Abies nephrolepis Maxim. in the southern
region of Gangwon-do. We conducted field investigations in 192 stands (400 m?). We analyzed the importance, value,
and species diversity of the stands after classifying community type using the methods of the Z-M School of
Phytosociology and two-way indicator species analysis (TWINSPAN). We classified the stand structure of A.
nephrolepis into the A. nephrolepis—Acer pseudosieboldianum community, We classified the A. nephrolepis—Dryopteris
crassirhizoma community, as an 4. nephrolepis typical community. We identified A. nephrolepis, Quercus mongolica,

Betula ermanii, Sorbus commixta, Tilia amurensis, and Acer pseudosieboldianum as having high importance value.
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Figure 1. The location of study site in southern region of Gangwon-do.
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Table 1. A summary table that indicates community types and vegetation units with constancy. Roman numerals(including ‘r’) indicate
constancy classes, while Arabic numerals(including ’r’ and ‘+’) indicate coverage classes. 376 species were found in the study site,
and differential species whose constancy below 30% were not shown on this table.

1. Abies nephrolepis-Acer pseudosieboldianum community
1 -1. Vaccinium hirtum var. koreanum subcommunity
1-2. Acer ukurunduense subcommunity
1-3. Acer pictum var. mono subcommunity

1-4. Abies nephrolepis-Acer pseudosieboldianum typical subcommunity

1 -4-a. Dryopteris crassirhizoma variant
1-4-b. Abies nephrolepis-Acer pseudosieboldianum typical variant

II. Abies nephrolepis-Dryopteris crassirhizoma community

[ll. Abies nephrolepis typical community

. Community 1 il m
Community Subcommunity I-1 1-2 1-3 -4
Type
Variant [-4-a 1-4-b
The number of stands 40 38 35 17 14 39 9
Vegetation Unit VUl vu2 VU3 VU4 VU5 vué6 vu7

Abies nephrolepis V +4 V 13 V 14 V 14 V 23 V +5 V 15
Sorbus commixta IV +3 v +3 vV +3 m r2 v +2 V +4 vV +2
Quercus mongolica V 14 Vv +4 V +4 VvV 14 V 14 o +3 o3
Pinus koraiensis V +4 V r2 m r1 m 1-2 V r3 NV +1 V 12
Species group 1. Differential species of the Abies nephrolepis-Acer pseudosieboldianum community
Acer pseudosieboldianum V +4 V +3 V +3 VvV 13 V +3 - -
Carex siderosticta vV +3 NV +2 vV +2 V +3 NV +3 I +2 I1
Species group 2. DS of the Vaccinium hirtum var. koreanum subcommunity
Vaccinium hirtum var. koreanum V r3 o +2 - - - I -+ o +2
Sasa borealis o +3 rl I +3 I1 1 25 rs -
Rhododendron brachycarpum I +1 I + r+ I + - I +2 -
Species group 3. DS of the Acer ukurunduense subcommunity
Acer ukurunduense - V +2 - - - m +3 o +-1
Acer mandshuricum - o +2 I +-1 I rl - I r-+ -
Paraserecio awicidus var. kantschatica r+ o +1 I +1 I +3 - I -+ -
Species group 4. DS of the Acer pictum var. mono subcommunity
Acer pictum var. mono I +2 m +2 V +3 - - o +3 o +-1
Cornus controversa I +2 [ +1 o +3 - - 4 1-2 -
Species group 5,6. DS of the Dyyopteris crassirhizonu vaiant /Abies nephrolepis-Dryopteris crassirhizoma conmmmity
Dryopteris crassirhizoma m +-3 IV r-4 IV r3 V r2 - V r4 -
Pedicularis resupinata m +3 IV r2 Ir3 NV r1 - m +-3 -
Companion species
Rhododendron schlippenbachii vV 15 vV +4 IV r-4 vV 13 vV 1-4 o1-3 I 2-3
Magnolia sieboldii vV +3 vV +3 IV r3 vV +-3 I r1 vV +4 m +2
Acer komarovii V +3 vV +3 vV +3 V+-2 o +3 m +3 12
Tripterygium regelii V +4 vV +4 m +-3 V+-4 I +-1 m +3 I +-1
Betula ermanii vV +4 vV +4 m +-3 m +-2 vV +3 m +-5 vV 1-3
Tilia amurensis vV +3 v +2 vV +2 vV +2 vV +3 o +3 Im 1
Dryopteris expansa m +3 I r-3 o +2 v +2 I 122 m +3 m 1-2
Calamagrostis arundinacea vV +4 m +3 m +3 vV +-3 m +4 o +2 o+
Rhododendron mucronulatum vV +4 o +3 I +3 m +-2 vV +3 m +-4 V 14
Solidago virgaurea subsp. asiatica IV r3 m r-1 m r-2 IV r-4 I +-1 o r3 I1
Prunus padus [ +-1 m +-1 I r-3 I +-1 I1 m +3 m 1-2
Euonymus macropterus o +-1 oI +1 m +3 o +2 I +1 I r-3 m +-2
Angelica gigas oI +1 I r-1 I r-2 I r-3 I +-1 I r3 I+
Astilbe chinensis or2 or2 m +4 I r-1 m r-3 I +1 oI +-1
Weigela florida o +-1 o +2 I r3 I +-1 o +-1 m +3 I

Other 345 species were omitted
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Table 2. Importance value(IV) of woody plants for 7 vegetation units classified in the study area.
Community type VUl VU2 VU3 VU4 VUs vue6 vu7
Importance Value of Tree layer(%)
Abies nephrolepis 27.28 21.20 22.15 23.58 26.42 28.34 39.22
Quercus mongolica 24.11 12.62 13.76 19.00 24.22 4.84 4.66
Betula ermanii 6.06 6.76 6.06 4.60 6.50 8.42 9.58
Sorbus commixta 4.32 6.71 5.13 2.87 5.63 10.91 10.37
Tilia amurensis 5.86 6.25 5.92 5.74 8.87 2.99 3.68
Acer pseudosieboldianum 6.08 7.63 7.53 7.74 5.28 0.34 -
Pinus koraiensis 8.16 6.03 1.88 4.35 6.59 3.39 7.12
Magnolia sieboldii 1.17 3.31 3.90 3.43 - 5.65 2.85
Acer komarovii 2.63 2.55 2.59 4.69 1.47 3.53 2.25
Acer pictum var. mono 0.63 3.22 5.59 0.68 1.34 2.58 2.90
Taxus cuspidata 1.39 3.49 0.84 3.44 - 4.21 -
Acer ukurunduense 0.24 4.12 0.31 0.35 - 5.23 2.12
Prunus padus 0.40 1.79 1.36 0.77 0.91 4.22 2.54
Fraxinus rhynchophylla 1.20 1.34 2.51 0.69 1.68 1.29 0.58
Cornus controversa 0.56 1.22 3.23 - - 1.24 -
Aria alnifolia. 1.22 0.44 2.07 1.24 2.41 - -
Prunus maximowiczii 0.73 1.10 0.54 0.57 0.77 1.50 1.17
Carpinus cordata - 1.01 2.23 2.22 0.41 0.28 -
Betula costata 0.41 0.95 0.78 1.85 - 1.57 -
Rhododendron schlippenbachii 1.54 0.79 - 2.39 0.80 0.23 1.43
Euonymus macropterus 0.24 0.94 0.27 0.96 - 1.94 1.83
Prunus maackii - 0.37 0.94 0.30 0.51 1.43 0.72
Pinus densiflora 1.26 0.68 0.15 0.51 1.66 - -
Betula schmidltii 1.36 0.25 0.28 0.85 0.46 0.13 0.72
Fraxinus mandshurica - 0.13 1.56 1.71 - 0.31 -
Salix caprea 0.39 0.47 0.80 1.59 - 0.17 -
Prunus sargentii 0.96 0.42 0.12 - 0.38 0.18 0.88
Acer barbinerve 0.13 0.42 0.15 0.99 0.33 0.78 -
Syringa reticulata - 0.34 0.23 0.52 - 0.87 -
Pyrus ussuriensis - 0.41 0.97 - 0.33 0.16 -
Kalopanax septemlobus 0.27 - 1.07 - 0.79 - -
Maackia amurensis 0.42 0.12 0.53 0.32 0.66 - -
Fraxinus sieboldiana 0.19 0.11 0.25 0.37 0.81 - 1.40
Euonymus sachalinensis 0.36 0.22 0.26 - 0.32 0.29 -
Syringa villosa subsp. wolfiien 0.33 0.34 0.23 - - 0.19 -
Thuja koraiensis - 0.12 - - - 0.42 1.85
Abies holophylla - 0.32 0.53 - - - -
Acer mandshuricum - 0.65 - 0.27 - - -
Ulmus laciniata - 0.35 - - 0.45 0.19 -
Prunus servulata var. pubescens - - - 0.61 - 0.40 -
Picea jezoensis - - 0.43 - - 0.21 -
Ulnus davidiana var. japonica - - 0.44 - - 0.13 -

Pyrus pyrifolia - - 0.59 - -
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Table 3. The number of Abies nephrolepis seedling classified by height class.

Vegetation unit VU1 VU2 VU3 VU4 VU5 VU6 vu7
h<10 cm 151 83 79 22 40 82 29
10 cm=h<50 cm 100 59 57 22 41 87 50
50 cm=h 144 132 66 17 50 218 69
Mean number 9.88 7.21 5.77 3.59 9.36 9.92 16.44
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Table 4. Similarity Index(SI) of 7 vegetation units.
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VU1 vu2 VU3 VU4 Vus VU6 vu7
VU1 -
vu2 0.67 -
VU3 0.66 0.72 -
VU4 0.67 0.63 0.64 -
VUs 0.58 0.56 0.54 0.56 -
Vué6 0.69 0.70 0.69 0.61 0.53 -
VU7 0.41 0.39 0.36 0.38 0.53 0.46 -
o2 71 @) fEoR Bkt ojoh MR VU7
" A9 FEREQ} Frikwrt 7P WA Uehs), o]
; OMaets B 2AA Fiseh Eo] Ardorn Ao
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Figure 2. DCA(Detrended Correspondence Analysis)
ordination of 192 stands.
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Table 5. Species diversity indices of 7 vegetation units.

/
A AT VUTS vhojx) AAesler 4
N

18 PEE 69
TR A4 T] 7] F 24 Folo] Z|91% AOR Wk
k.

F0x) B4 Avt BE AR Glolq Rulur S0
7} ThE gl i3] B Lerton], AlEAEske
o W AMAA} A3t T B 2RISR i)
Be ZARY Bo] 4FelA 1A ol ofs) Hujurzt
AR 1A= X4 A4l o3t At g H L.
S0l Ao ekErh. VUITE VU4, VUSE 412

U SRA7E BHIWEE AR e w5l vl

Vegetation unit S r H D H’max
VUl 28.60 0.8496 2.8217 0.9147 3.3173
vu2 31.53 0.8598 2.9315 0.9223 3.4097
VU3 34.74 0.8619 3.0227 0.9273 3.5000
VU4 31.29 0.8544 2.8906 0.9209 3.3856
VU5 22.07 0.8339 2.5124 0.8846 3.0053
VU6 24.49 0.8420 2.6606 0.8971 3.1497
vu7 17.22 0.8407 2.3587 0.8616 2.7965

S : Species richness, J’ : Evenness, H’ : Diversity, D : Dominance, H’max

: Maximum diversity
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