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Abstract: Wild-simulated ginseng is a high-value medicinal plant and the only plant designated as a Specially
Managed Forest Product in Korea's quality management system. However, consumer trust has been diminished as a
result of exaggerated advertisements and falsifications of the product’s origins, highlighting the need for a new
approach to the sustainable development of the ginseng industry. This study investigated producers’ perceptions,
aiming to examine the feasibility of introducing a check-off program for wild-simulated ginseng. Ninety-three
responses were collected from surveys conducted in person and online in October 2024. In-depth interviews were
conducted with representatives from producer organizations. Producers’ perceptions were examined through frequency
and cross-tabulation analyses using SPSS 26. A total of 66.7% of the respondents supported the introduction of the
check-off program. Cultivation area (m?) was the most-preferred (65.6%) standard for contributing to the check-off
program. Establishing a producer-led check-off program is essential for sustainably developing the wild-simulated
ginseng industry. This requires improving producer education and establishing a transparent distribution structure. This
study’s findings can serve as a reference for related future research and policy discussions.

Key words: wild-simulated ginseng, Specially Managed Forest Product, check-off program, perceptions of wild-simulated
ginseng producers
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Table 1. Status of mandatory check-off contributions in 2024.

A11438 A3Z (2025)

Producer contribution

Total collected amount Collection

Item Installation date criterion (KRW) achievement rate

(%)

Korean ginseng 2015.05.14. 24 KRW/m? 570,317,410 106.40

Environment-friendly agricultural product  2016.07.01. 3~5 KRW/m’, etc. 2,265,000,000 95.57
Lily 2017.01.01. 400 KRW/m® Not disclosed
Kiwifruit 2017.02.15. 30 KRW/m’ Not disclosed

Pear 2017.07.06. 2 KRW/package 753,944,491 94.24
Paprika 2017.07.14. 302.5 KRW/m? Not disclosed

Apple 2017.07.21. 6 KRW/m? 1,671,960,515 91.51

Citrus Fruit 2017.09.29. 0.25% of shipment value 2,510,980,938 114.14
Soy Sprout 2017.11.30. 10 KRW/kg Not disclosed
Oriental Melon 2018.11.08. 2 KRW/kg, etc. Not disclosed
Cut Flowers 2019.09.18. 1% of shipment value Not disclosed

Grape 2019.12.30. 10 KRW/m?, etc. 817,555,859 109.01

Garlic 2020.07.24. 5 KRW/m?, etc. 995,000,000 100.00

Onion 2020.07.24. 4 KRW/m® 616,558,001 108.17

Astringent Persimmon 2021.12.22. 10 KRW/m> 290,000,000 20.83
Peach 2021.12.28. 10 KRW/m? Not disclosed
Tea 2022.07.11. 20 KRW/m’ Not disclosed

Native Orchids 2022.08.22. 1% of revenue, etc. 379,000,000 108.29
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of wild-simulated ginseng producers in 2023.

Characteristic  Classification Freq. % Characteristic Classification Freq. %
Man 49 52.7 Metropolitan City 4,168 1.6

Gender . .
Woman 44 473 Gyeonggi Province 21,688 8.5
50 younger 126 52 Gangwon Province 127,882 50.3
50~59 553 229 Production by o cheon Province 30,287 11.9

Province

Age 60~69 1,150 47.5 Jeolla Province 21,473 8.5
70~79 489 20.2 Gyeongsang Province 48,469 19.1
80 older 102 4.2 Jeju Province 145 0.1

Source: KFS, 2025

Table 3. Questionnaire items.

Category

Contents

Awareness of Current Check-off program

Level of awareness, Channel of awareness,
Level of Preference

Necessity of introducing wild ginseng Check-off program, Priorities for
Operation Direction for Wild Ginseng Check-off program the use of wild ginseng Check-off program, Constraints when introducing

wild ginseng Check-off program

Contribution Criterion

Appropriate contribution unit, contribution amount per cultivation scale

/ production quantity

Participant Demographics

Cultivation region, Cultivation experience, Cultivation scale, Annual

production, Annual revenue, Primary income source

Other Comments

Open-ended responses
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Table 4. Participant demographics. (N =93)
Characteristic Classification Frequency %
Cultivation Region Gangwon Province 49 52.7
Gyeongsang Province 44 473
Under 5 years 0 0
5~10 years 15 16.1
Cultivation Experience 10~15 years 46 49.5
15~20 years 21 22.6
Over 20 years 11 11.8
Under 0.1 ha 10 10.8
1~3 ha 32 344
Cultivation Scale 3~5 ha 18 19.4
5~10 ha 18 19.4
Over 10 ha 15 16.1
Under 66 kg 44 47.3
66~68 kg 22 23.7
Annual Production 68~70 kg 19 20.4
70~72 kg 8 8.6
Over 72 kg 0 0.0
Under 14 million KRW 16 17.2
14~16 million KRW 13 14.0
Annual Revenue 16~18 million KRW 20 21.5
18~20 million KRW 9 9.7
Over 20 million KRW 35 37.6
Primary Income Source Yes 46 495
No 47 50.5
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Table 5. Awareness level and channels of exposure to the checkoff program.

Variable Freq. % Variable Freq. %
Highly aware 14 15.1 TV and Radio 0 0
Moderately aware 30 323 Newspaper and Magazine 5 11.4
Slightly aware 40 43.0 Internet 0 0
Not aware at all 9 9.7 Producer Organizations 32 72.7
- - - Through Acquaintances 7 15.9
Total 93 100.0 Total 44 100.0

orke 21.5%2 L}EP/HZ}(Table 6).
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Table 6. Preference Level of the Check-off Program.
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o MI-F _IE

Variable Freq. % A& gt AT S 2ARE ), AuE(m’y S
Highly favorable 30 323
Somewhat favorable 43 46.2 Table 9. Constraints when introducing the Wild ginseng Check-oft
Slightly unfavorable 19 20.4 program.
Not favorable at all 1 1.1 Variable Freq. %
Total 93 100.0 Financial burden 31 333
Lack of anticipated project outcomes 54 58.1
Table 7. Necessity of the Wild ginseng Check-off program. Equal Benefits Regardless of Contribution 2 22
Current situation is satisfactory 4 43
Variable Freg. % Other: Lack of unity among producers 1 1.1
Necessary 62 66.7 Other: Technical difficulties in | .
Not Necessary 31 333 establishing a check-off organization ’
Total 93 100.0 Total 93 100.0

Table 8. Usage priorities for the wild ginseng checkoff fund.

Ist Priority 2nd Priority

Variable
Freq. % Freq. %
Producer training and information support to enhance competitiveness 21 22.6 16 17.2
Supply-demand adjustment and price stabilization 12 12.9 10 10.8
Improvement in distribution system, market expansion, and new 16 172 17 183
market development
Promotion of sales and consumption 13 14.0 19 20.4
Total 62 100.0 62 100.0
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Table 10. Contribution unit and amount for the wild ginseng check-off program.

Variable Freq. %
Cultivation area (m?) 61 65.6
o . Production quantity (kg) 18 19.4
Contribution unit )
Other: Number of units (e.g., roots) 10 10.8
Other: revenue (KRW) 4 43
3 KRW 47 50.5
4 KRW 0 0
Appropnate. coptrlbutlon an;ount per 5 KRW 28 30.1
cultivation scale (m°)
6 KRW 0 0
7 KRW 18 19.4
1,800 KRW 47 50.5
2,400 KRW 0 0
Appropriate cpntrlbutlop amount per 3,000 KRW 28 30.1
production quantity (kg)
3,600 KRW 0 0
4,200 KRW 18 19.4
Total 93 100.0

70 T Qo] 65.6% 714 EhOn, AileHke) S
19.4%, “E(7152)S 10.8%, ‘Tufol(Q)y 43% o2 U}
Ehteh AR A’y 7 A ieRkey 7120 27F A
5 7% TEk SRS BT A RS HYlon| T
SEAT} 54 Foimrks AeA] o] AA S -
L Aol wet sk Ao S B BAcAE of
7)zo] whet SREAIE A WEkoR TRl 7% S50
2 Q14 Holg ots| Hix} FHT(Table 10).

w
rx
02
0
Pal
P
o
10
H1
oe
1]
[49)
0x
=2
=
ro
i2d]
rm
r
re
1z
_>'|_|
o

Akt Axae] Ty ool tigh 1AL A2ge Q1A
A= (p=0.020), AZ A= (p=0.000), A|2FA1(p=0.039), A=
71:&(p=0.000), A7 =(p=0.043), A+ 3z}l (p=0.005) &
oheet adlof wet FAA R o]t ZjolE Hlrk 5
5] Azgol tigh QA= AT =7} =2 Hehof|A] A
b Aol =9 Faddel tiet ARI7F kA vEhte
], ol Axgol et st FHEIF AFARRRS] A%
AE Pt Hl $8% J9EE T 5 2 AR
E3F, A at dAxE dufoa} 22 AAA - FHA 29l
& A A =Y Faddel fovigt F3 mixch
A Elo] 2 AT Uss Akt Akae] =Y 284S

I o

o A dagon, A7 dufjofo] 22 FThollA] AkFAt
Azgel = HaAdd gt X7t F=

HhH, AR, AYake, A, AL o= AR L
2 Fouigt 2ol HolA| elot). ol AatEU 45
oL R Th= Aol gt olaljel 7|t go] Q14 P
o 2 JFS vtk A ARt oAz, Alekike] A
] E494F Aol AufA R o] Aokl FjA] Hh=A] A
2 o}f7} Qlrhar BY] ofggr). AL AR A A2 =
ol ot eee} 234291 AFHS: Holz] YkofrhTable 11).

ki)
2
i)

I
o
il
il
1z

i
l]‘.?L’
ol

b, ) S STt g =
wglom, Ao 7 Ard £ B
sjolsl) giskek Agol dhet 24
% A w9 BAA e 17
o= Al £ TN G Bl
o) o] Aol Bhfe] Bl R910E Ag

2,
c>],_{-l

e
o oX MY F
o

)
= o i
fu)

H1
ﬂllﬂl

©
fr
J

H 2 o

L)

st
s

N

—_

o

_C|>L

X o
X

L oL
g
-~
H
filo

e}

i
)
k
o
OE =
d
= o
o 2

2
AN
e

Wl o,
4
30
U‘o
o

_‘>i
N
H
S
N

F
O
_l
o i

N
=
20
We,
2
ES
o o
)
s J% i
o~
o
o o~
PO
o H
2 %
k£ we
—‘L;‘i o
e E
o, o
& I
— 0
T

o o
)
©
N

Kl
‘
to
R
oE
Ho
=
2

5ol uEe A% oyl o
ol Mgzl Aufelq olsl Haknt ke golgit,



AP AT S SIRE AR AR Q1A it 371
Table 11. Cross-tabulation results on the necessity of introducing the wild ginseng check-off program.
Variable Necessary Ne;i(s);ary Total *(p)
Highly aware 14(100.0) 0(0.0) 14(100.0)
Awareness Level of the Moderately aware 20(66.7) 10(33.3) 30(100.0) 9.800
Check-off Program Slightly aware 24(60.0) 16(40.0) 40(100.0) (0.020)°
Not aware at all 4(44.4) 5(55.6) 9(100.0)
Highly favorable 30(100.0) 0(0.0) 30(100.0)
Preference Level of the Somewhat favorable 1(72.1) 12(27.9) 43(100.0) 49.807
Check-off Program Slightly unfavorable 1(5.3) 18(94.7) 19(100.0)  (0.000)™
Not favorable at all 0(0.0) 1(100.0) 1(100.0)
i b S e 20 0o
Lack of expected project 36(66.7) 18(33.3) 54(100.0)
Constrgints .When introducing . outc?mes 10113
the Wild ginseng Check-off  No dlfferentlat‘ed benefits (0.039)°
program between contributors and 0(0.0) 2(100.0) 2(100.0)
non-contributors
Current situation is satisfactory 2(50.0) 2(50.0) 4(100.0)
Other 0(0.0) 2(100.0) 2(100.0)
Contribution Criterion of the Low 17(36.2) 30(63.8) 47(100.0) 39.831
Wild ginseng Check-off Medium 27(96.4) 1(3.6) 28(100.0) (. 0'00)***
program High 18(100.0) 0(0.0) 18(100.0)
Cultivation Region Gangwon-do 36(73.5) 13(26.5) 49(100.0) 2.157
Gyeongsang-do 26(59.1) 18(40.9) 44(100.0) (0.142)
Under 5 years 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
5~10 years 13(86.7) 2(13.3) 15(100.0)
Cultivation Experience 10~15 years 27(58.7) 19(41.3) 46(100.0) (384731)*
15~20 years 17(81.0) 4(19.0) 21(100.0)
Over 20 years 5(45.5) 6(54.5) 11(100.0)
Under 0.1 ha 7(70.0) 3(30.0) 10(100.0)
1~3 ha 21(65.6) 11(34.4) 32(100.0)
Cultivation Scale 3~5 ha 11(61.1) 7(38.9) 18(100.0) ((l)g(l)g)
5~10 ha 14(77.8) 422.2) 18(100.0)
Over 10 ha 9(60.0) 6(40.0) 15(100.0)
Under 66 kg 32(72.7) 12(27.3) 44(100.0)
66~68 kg 15(68.2) 7(31.8) 22(100.0)
Annual Production 68~70 kg 11(57.9) 8(42.1) 19(100.0) (3122)
70~72 kg 4(50.0) 4(50.0) 8(100.0)
Over 72 kg - - -
Under 14 million KRW 5(31.3) 11(68.8) 18(100.0)
14~16 million KRW 8(61.5) 5(38.5) 13(100.0)
Annual Revenu 16~18 million KRW 13(65.0) 7(35.5) 20(100.0) (é%gg&*
18~20 million KRW 6(66.7) 3(33.3) 9(100.0)
Over 20 million KRW 30(85.7) 5(33.3) 35(100.0)
Primary Hnoome Source Yes 34(73.9) 12(26.1) 46(100.0) 2.151
No 28(59.6) 19(40.4) 47(100.0) (0.142)

p'<0.05, p<0.01, p~'<0.001
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